symBiotic -

Traveling exhibition of Atanasovsko Lake

ﬂ, -t The symbiogiz iz a specific nature phenomenon, where two or more organisme derive
mutual benefit From their joint partnership. This is the invisible hond, which keeps them
in constant equilibrium, where they retain their individuality, but cannot exist without
each other. The symbiosis — mutuality, commitment, dependency, but at the same time

-~ trust and dedication.
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This is exactly Atanasovsko Lake — seemingly invisible network
of complex relationships and processes, a mysterious organ-
ism, who lives, breathes and pulsates near the heart of Burgas.
This tender nasis would not be the same without its strange in-
terchange, hidden in its colourful water and salt crystals,
without its inhabitants and people.

Atanasovsko Lake exhibition is dedicated to the symbiosis, be-
cause it makes it a special place, we see it today. The magic mix
of invisible connections, compelling feelings, enchanting
colors, lights, scents and sounds may not be fully explained, it
must be experienced.

Let us tell you about the Lake, but not just with facts, but
with a mixture of themes, pictures, sounds, games, flight over
the lagoon, with memories of the past and mostly - with a
smile.

We present to you our exhibition about the Atanasovsko Lake,
In the way we feel it,

In the way we want you to see it.

Our symbiotic Lake.

Symdiotic Exhibition iv 3 team work of Mariana Sarbova tkamalogika - architect). Olana Pavieva (BSF - ecolegiet), Galiza
Milkova amd Nedko Nikolou (Think Forward - architects) The dra uin?s are done by Mariana Sarbova, the animation ivcreated in
Pavilion atudin and the texts are written by the team of Z21C of Nife Project

A photos and videos are provided for fres by their authors, for wbich we are cordlally grateful

The eshibition iz created within The Salt of Life Project of B3F, implemented i partaership with BSPY and Slack Sea Salinas
Ltd. It I3 Tinanced by LIFD+ Programmé of Durepean Commission.
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The saltty Atanasovsko Lake freezez only
during the coldest winters, seitisa
favourite place for wintering and roesting
of Dalmatian pelicans, Greater white-
fronted geese, Northern pintails, Green-
winged teal, ete.

More frequent quest here is the Pink
Tlamingo. Separate hirds prefer to
spend the winter in the lake, possibly
because of the milder conditions
during the last years, the calmness
and food abundance.

The climate change impact
is more evident.

The strong rainfalls and
floods during the last years
left many birds without
home and the Salinag com-
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pany without salt- yield.
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“The Atanasovsko Lake”.

At the end of the Dies of Z0th century volunteers
built up here the first in Bulgaria artificial
iglands for birds nesting in order to ensure more

and gafer places for raising their Tittle ones <>
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“The Point* is a world-known place for
bird-watching.

People from all over the world come here
in autumn to watch the large flocks of
storks, pelicans and birds of prey, which
travel extremely long distances on their
route to faraway Africa.
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From here hag started the professional ~ o ol
experience of the best ornithologists in = - B —
Bulgaria. - — -
-~ i —~ At the end of August on the lagoon coast itgelf an unusual event
Vi - happens — the Salt Festival, which gathers people with ideas, challenges

and adventures for the hirds. salt and lake.
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Atanasovsko Lake — the Lagoon of the countless flocks, daz-
zling salt, hot summers and fierce winter wind.

A Lagoon of the Point (a famous place for birdwatching) and
the Brigade, where the roads of many people start and give a
direction to the nature conservation in the end of August.

A Lagoon of the purple water, coloring in a wonderful palette
one of our last wild places.

A Lagoon of the salt workers, who keep the secret of centu-
ries-old traditions and under the scorching sun collect salt.
A Lagoon of migration and eternal flight of birds, who found
here security and protection on the long road to home.

A Lagoon of the sun, gleaming in each diamond crystal of salt,
warming the silhouettes of thousands of birds nestled in the
silence of the sunset.

% % Today Atanasovsko Lake is:

% one of the most valuable and most bivdiversity
rich areas;

% the largest habitat of Salicornia, Elegant orchid
and Artemia;

o the richest bird place in Bulgaria - 333 of all 420
gpecies of birds in Bulgaria can be observed here;

- ﬁ the place with the most bird species (126 species =
or 81.3%) from the Bulgarian Red Book;

f% the largest nesting place of Avocet, Black-winged o
Stilt, Kentish Plover and Common Tern and the only
home of Small-headed Gull and Gull-hilled tern in
Bulgaria;
the area with the largest concentration of o
aring migrating birds in Europe and the Balkan
- Peninsula; .

¥ the place with the highest yield of sea salt inBul- == < _
garia;

o the largest deposit of healing mud;

¥ place, where the oldest environmental brigade in
Bulgaria (gince 1988) takes place,




The lake is a complex system of invisible mutual relations
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where there are no useless elements and the balance is fragile. ~
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In the past the lake wag a shallow It was named after the nearby village Atanasouo,
coaztal natural lake today the Burgas residential district lzgrev.
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In the beginning of 20th century
the malaria in the Burgas region
ﬁ expanded to epidemical scope. The
issue was raised for draining of
the three lakes around the town ,-f
which infest the mosquitoes.

In 1906 the Atanassovsko Lake -

was turned into salt-pans. _~
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The larvae of the malaria mosquitoes 7

cannet exigt in over-salty waters and

this turned to be a proper decision for,

coping with the epidemic. P 4
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The villages spread and became part of o4
Burgas. For the town needs a road was huilt s
which divided the Take into two parts. i i
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NOWADAYS --- .

purg?®_- - ! BURGAS

Due to traditional salt-pro-
ducing the Atanasovsko Lake
has been turned from a swamp
infesting mosquitoes and ma-
laria into one of the most
valuable wetlands in Europe.

Atanasovsko Lake i3 a shallow

lake. Itz average depth iz only J'h:';:gtﬂrmn?t tt'vhrlal lageen
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galty to over-zalty ed them to this envivonment:

«—the lake

In its northern part the lake is situated at 1,5 m below the sea level, &
which makes it the lowest point of the relief of Bulgaria

Despite the town nearness the lake bounds in life. ;

Glasswort and Sea wormwood cover vast ]EE elegant gr‘eeﬁ:wined orchid has @
territories on the mainland and decorate thogen er:cbiflg this Pr:a“ for its
the lake with their pagtel colours. largest habitat in the country. e

It makes impresgion that fish manage to live and
reproduce in the extreme lake conditions: the
great amplitude of salinity, different oxygen

w content, great temperature amplitudes and the

i complex labyrinth of movement in the multiple
Around the Atanasovsko Lake = baging, " w
ig found one of the smallest ) -
mammals in the world — A ¥ o G 3 v v “ % 5
Etruscan pygmy shrew. . - o o o o
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“ The best adapted
In the lake are found 22 figh species as o species here i9 the
more interesting are the Caucus dwarf |}% [ Caucus dwarf goby.
gohy, Three-spined stickleback and & Mg
= Ukrainfan stickleback. =
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Because of its natural value and vulnerability, the

Lake is protected by the Law via several different, by ~
their goals and regimes, protected areas.
in 1980, with the enthusiasm of many people, the northern half of
the Lake iz declared as a nature reserve and the southern —a ,-, Rudnik 1 -
buffer zone, which later in 2007 became a protected area r
Dver the years, the Lake haz acquired even more titlez and today -
it iz already: -
-
- A wetland of international impertance, included in the Ramsar S -~ |
Convention list i - 4
Globally important birds area, announced by BirdLife Interna g
tional |
A gite of European importance in the conservation of rare and Cherno more /
endangered species of birds according to CORINE biotopes - — -
Natura 2000 site, a part of the European Ecological Network .
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Totalarea of the lake iz 1950 ha. e s
it is nearly 9 km long and 4.3 km wide. -~
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For the needs of the salt-producing the lake is divided into bagins
with the support of dikes and barriers. By a compley system of
canals 2alty sea water is flown into it and the Freshwater is led
into the sea

The production of salt iz carried out in a traditional way more
than 100 years - by solar evaporation of concentrated sea water.

The birds nest on dykes and barrierz and in the water of
the basins they feed on specific organisms.

During the summer months
the water in the valtiest
bazing is colored in saturated
pink-reddish:

60 days — 3:6tm

The water circulates ina chain of hazing while gradually it evapo

rates and cosdenges urder the sun and tha wind Gntil it becomes salt
From ane bagin salt |5 collected oaly once per year- The microgcopic algae and animals,
wormg, mollugca, crustaceans and

larvae are main food for many of the

e o lake inhabitants.
The Atanasovsko Lake is the
place with greatest Tho hrine shefmp i oae of the
production of sea galt in mept telerable to the igh
Bulgaria (up to 50 thousand ety 03 Larpest bemEat
tong per yearl, in Bulgariaz

The salt |v collected manually with wpecial weoden shovels, wavhed
aut ani transpir ted to the place tor storing fa the open. It f2 pled
on tut pyramids called “bohore™, Wiich proteft it from Che wind and
melting cauged by raing.

The fitanasouske Lake 8 also
reROMEed Mo its medicinal
Tya and boaling mud:

The gt I3 carried out of the lake Ih the nnden wagenis of the narrow
gauge e, wioss raille surtousd part of the water bazin. and it iz
Erarsported to tovrred wareksuses for final processing and packaging
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The man benefits from b
the lake in various ways. o N -~ ~ -
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=y TEE lake gives unique i
to the town. -
Except for its main purpoge - the ~ el T ~ *
galt production - the lake is a ~ -
place for science and education; ey -

for sport and culture, for lei-
sure and walking, etc
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- The roads around the lake
A u are a favourite place for

the Burgas cyclists and
zportemen




